
Reading Progression 

 KS1 KS2 
 Year 1 Year 2 Year3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Knowledge 
and Skills 

 Respond speedily with the correct 
sound to grapheme (letters or 
groups of letters) for all 40+ 
phonemes, including where 
applicable, alternative sounds for 
graphemes.  

 Blend sounds to decode unfamiliar 
phonetic words, including those 
with more than one syllable. 

 Read the first 100 high frequency 
words, automatically, including 
tricky ‘red’ words (common 
exception words). 

 Read aloud accurately books that 
are consistent with their 
developing phonic knowledge and 
that do not require them to use 
other strategies to work words out 
(purple book band+). 

 Read words that contain 
contractions (e.g. I’m, I’ll, we’ll and 
understand that the apostrophe 
represents the omitted letters). 

 Read words with suffixes by 
building on the root words that 
they can already read (e.g. happy 
and happiness).  

 Begin to use awareness of 
dialogue to read with expression. 

 Know when reading does not 
make sense and self-correct. 

 Explain the main points of what 
has been read or read to them. 

 Comment on events in stories, 
discussing their significance.  

 Comment on characters or ideas 
in stories, making inferences on 
the basis of what has been said or 
done. 

 Predict what might happen next on 
the basis of what has been read 
so far. 

 Understand some differences 
between fiction and non-fiction. 

 Recognise and respond to 
language patterns in texts (e.g. 
rhyme and repetition). 

 Develop pleasure in reading, 
motivation to read, vocabulary and 
understanding by: 

1. listening to and discussing a wide 
range of poems, stories and non-
fiction, which are at a level beyond 
that at which the children can read 
independently; and 

2. becoming very familiar with key 
stories, fairy tales and traditional 
tales. 

 

 Blend sounds to decode unfamiliar 
phonetic words, including those 
with two or more syllables. 

 Recognise alternative graphemes 
for each sound and graphemes 
with alternate pronunciations.  

 Read the next 200 high frequency 
words automatically, including 
tricky ‘red’ words. 

 Read words with common prefixes 
(e.g. un, dis, in) and suffixes (e.g. 
ing, ed, er, est, ness, less, ment, 
ful, ly).  

 Know when reading does not 
make sense and self-correct. 

 Read fluently, taking note of 
punctuation to read with 
expression. 

 Summarise the main points of 
what has been read or read to 
them. 

 Locate information in texts, to find 
answers to simple questions. 

 Ask questions about what they 
have read. 

 Predict what might happen next, 
giving reasons for predictions. 

 Make simple inferences on the 
basis of what is being said or 
done. 

 Use organisational features of 
texts, and discuss organisational 
and structural features of different 
texts.  

 Discuss favourite words and 
phrases. 

 Note simple recurring literary 
language in poems and stories.  

 Develop pleasure in reading, 
motivation to read, vocabulary and 
understanding by: 

 listening to, discussing and 
expressing views about a wide 
range of contemporary and classic 
poetry, stories and non-fiction, 
which are at a level beyond that at 
which the children can read 
independently; 

 discussing the sequence of events 
in books and how items of 
information are related; 

 becoming increasingly familiar with 
a wider range of stories, fairy tales 
and traditional tales; 

 re-telling stories with appropriate 
detail, with increased confidence in 
sequencing; and  

 being introduced to non-fiction 
books that are structured in 
different ways.  

 Develop positive attitudes to 
reading and understanding of what 
they read (e.g. read books for a 
range of purposes at an age 
appropriate level, accurately, 
fluently and with understanding, 
discussing what they read). 

 Apply growing knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and suffixes to 
decode words and to understand 
the meaning of new vocabulary. 

 Note unusual correspondences 
between spelling and 
pronunciation.  

 Use dictionaries to check the 
meaning of words. 

 Explain the meaning of words in 
context. 

 Understand how dialogue is 
punctuated and read it with 
appropriate expression. 

 Use organisational features of 
texts, and discuss organisational 
and structural features of different 
texts.  

 Begin to identify conventions of 
different types of text (e.g. a diary 
is written in the first person).  

 Locate, retrieve and record 
specific information from texts (e.g. 
using contents, indexes, headings, 
subheadings and scanning for key 
words).  

 Discuss what is read to them and 
what they have read, giving clear 
explanations and taking into 
account the opinion of others.  

 Identify themes in a wide range of 
longer texts.  

 Summarise ideas and main points 
of longer texts.  

 Make inferences about characters’ 
feelings from their actions and 
justify these inferences with 
evidence from the text.   

 Justify plausible predictions based 
on what is stated and begin to do 
so for what is implied with 
evidence from the text. 

 Comment on the effect different 
words and phrases have on the 
reader.  

 Retell a wide range of stories with 
appropriate detail and confidence, 
including fairy tales, myths and 
legends.  

 Read poems and play scripts 
aloud, showing understanding 
through intonation, volume and 
action.  

 

 Read books at an age appropriate 
level with a positive attitude for 
pleasure and information, 
accurately, fluently and with 
expression and understanding. 

 Use knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes to decode 
words and to understand the 
meaning of new vocabulary. 

 Note unusual correspondences 
between spelling and 
pronunciation.  

 Use dictionaries to check the 
meaning of words. 

 Explain the meaning of words in 
context. 

 Use knowledge of the language, 
organisational and structural 
features of a range of non-fiction 
texts to support understanding.  

 Locate, retrieve and record 
specific information confidently by 
using appropriate skills (e.g. using 
contents, indexes, headings, 
subheadings, scanning for key 
words and skimming longer texts).  

 Summarise themes, ideas and 
main points of longer texts.  

 Make inferences about: 
characters’ thoughts and motives 
from their actions; reasons for 
events; and viewpoints and justify 
these inferences with evidence 
from the text.  

 Identify conventions of different 
types of text (e.g. an 
autobiography is written in the first 
person whereas a biography is 
written in the third person, a 
recount is written in the past tense 
and persuasive writing uses 
emotive language).  

 Justify plausible predictions based 
on what is stated or implied, using 
evidence from the text.   

 Discuss the effect on the reader 
and authors’ choices of language 
and grammatical features, which 
may be used to create moods and 
build tension in narrative texts, 
giving clear explanations and 
taking into account the opinion of 
others.   

 Compare how different texts treat 
the same information.  

 Read a range of texts aloud, 
showing understanding through 
intonation, tone, volume and 
action.  

 

 Read widely and frequently a 
range of age appropriate fiction 
(e.g. myths, legends, modern 
fiction, fiction from our literary 
heritage and books from other 
cultures and traditions), poetry, 
plays, non-fiction and reference 
books, with a positive attitude, for 
pleasure and information.  

 Explain the meaning of words in 
context.  

 Read silently and discuss what 
they have read. 

 Recommend books that they have 
read to their peers, giving reasons 
for their choices.  

 Use knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes to decode 
words so that meaning is clear.  

 Locate, retrieve and record 
specific information using 
appropriate skills confidently and 
efficiently.  

 Summarise information, by 
producing notes and diagrams.  

 Identify and discuss themes, 
ideas, conventions in and across a 
range of challenging and different 
texts. 

 Justify plausible predictions based 
on what is implied and make more 
complex inferences, using 
evidence. 

 Discuss the author’s choice of 
language, including figurative 
language, and grammatical 
features, considering the impact 
on the reader.  

 Evaluate the presentation of texts 
for their effectiveness in conveying 
information.  

 Read a range of texts aloud, 
showing understanding through 
intonation, tone, volume and 
action.  

 

 Read widely and frequently a 
range of age appropriate fiction 
(e.g. myths, legends, modern 
fiction, fiction from our literary 
heritage and books from other 
cultures and traditions), poetry, 
plays, non-fiction and reference 
books, with a positive attitude, for 
pleasure and information.  

 Read silently and discuss what 
they have read. 

 Summarise and present a familiar 
story succinctly in their own words. 

 Recommend books that they have 
read to their peers, giving reasons 
for their choices and justifying their 
views about a book.  

 Use knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes to decode 
words so that meaning is clear.  

 Locate, retrieve and record 
specific information from 
challenging texts using appropriate 
skills confidently and efficiently.  

 Summarise information from 
challenging texts, by producing 
notes and diagrams.  

 Identify and discuss themes, 
ideas, conventions in and across a 
range of challenging and different 
texts. 

 Justify plausible predictions based 
on what is implied and make more 
complex inferences, using 
evidence. 

 Evaluate the author’s choice of 
language, including figurative 
language, and grammatical 
features, considering the impact 
on the reader.  

 Evaluate the presentation of texts 
for their effectiveness in conveying 
information.  

 Recognise ways in which authors 
present issues and viewpoints in 
both fiction and non-fiction.  

 Distinguish between facts or 
opinions.  

 Read a range of texts aloud, 
showing understanding through 
intonation, tone, volume and 
action.  

 

Experiences  Daily teaching of RWI phonics and 
VIPERS (whole class reading 
session). 

 Dedicated time for reading for 
pleasure.   

 Daily story time. 

 Daily teaching of RWI phonics and 
VIPERS (whole class reading 
session). 

 Dedicated time for reading for 
pleasure.   

 Daily story time. 

 Daily Destination Reader sessions. 

 Daily story time.  

 Provide opportunities for children 
to read for different purposes (e.g. 
pleasure or to find out information), 
and encourage them to apply the 
skills learnt. 

 Daily Destination Reader sessions. 

 Daily story time.  

 Provide opportunities for children 
to read for different purposes (e.g. 
pleasure or to find out information, 
and encourage them to apply the 
skills learnt). 

 Daily Destination Reader sessions. 

 Regular story time.  

 Teach children how to make book 
recommendations.  

 Read a wide range of challenging 
poems, plays, stories and non-
fiction to children, at a level 

 Daily Destination Reader sessions. 

 Regular story time.  

 Teach children how to make book 
recommendations.  

 Read a wide range of challenging 
poems, plays, stories and non-
fiction to children, at a level 



Reading Progression 
 Hear children read aloud books 

that are consistent with their 
developing phonic knowledge. 

 Allow children to re-read books to 
build up their fluency and 
confidence. 

 Read a wide range of poems, 
stories and non-fiction to children, 
at a level beyond that at which the 
children can read independently. 

 Encourage children to join in with 
predictable phrases in rhymes, 
poems and stories, when being 
read to. 

 Encourage children to discuss 
what is read to them, taking turns 
and listening to what others say.  

 Help children to link what they 
read or hear read to their own 
experiences. 

 Use story time to provide children 
with opportunities to become very 
familiar with the conventions of 
stories, retelling them and 
considering their particular 
characteristics. Encourage 
children to recognise that stories 
often involve ‘good and bad 
characters’ and ‘right and wrong 
actions’ and use this as the basis 
for discussions about knowing 
right from wrong.  These stories 
may also have a ‘moral’ to tell, so 
this can also be explored with 
children.  Finally, it is important to 
share, celebrate and discuss 
stories from other cultures.   

 Support children to recite rhymes 
and poems by heart. 

 Hear children read aloud books 
that are closely matched and 
consistent with their developing 
phonic knowledge. 

 Allow children to re-read books to 
build up their fluency and 
confidence. 

 Read a wide range of classic and 
contemporary poems, stories and 
non-fiction to children, at a level 
beyond that at which the children 
can read independently.  Ensure 
children are given the opportunity 
to listen and respond to stories 
with different themes and issues 
from our own and different 
cultures.  Encourage children to 
discuss characters’ feelings, 
choices and actions, with an 
emphasis on identifying ‘right and 
wrong’.   

 Introduce children to a range of 
non-fiction books that are 
structured in different ways.  Help 
children to develop tolerance and 
mutual respect by sharing non-
fiction books that celebrate 
similarities and differences 
between people, with a focus on 
what makes each of use special.  
Share a wide range of books about 
different countries, cultures, 
traditions, religions and beliefs. 

 Model how to read longer words, 
by showing children syllable 
boundaries and how to read each 
syllable separately before 
combining them to read the word. 

 Model how to use morphology 
(e.g. prefixes) to work out 
unknown words.  

 Model how to self-correct, for 
example by using context, when 
reading does not make sense (e.g. 
by thinking aloud when reading to 
children). 

 Take deliberate steps to increase 
children’s vocabulary and their 
awareness of grammar. 

 Teach children about cause and 
effect in both narrative and non-
fiction (e.g. what prompted a 
character’s behaviour in a story or 
why certain dates are 
commemorated annually).  Use 
this as the basis for discussions 
about ‘right and wrong’ and which 
dates are commemorated and 
celebrated in modern British 
culture.   

 Demonstrate to children how to 
discuss what is read to them and 
what they have read. 

 Encourage children to discuss 
what is read to them and what they 
have read, taking turns and 
listening to what others say. 

 Help children to consider the 
opinions of others during 
discussions about what is read to 
them and what they have read. 

 Teach children how to exercise 
choice in selecting books, making 
use of the library to do so.  

 Read a wide range of poems, 
plays, stories and non-fiction to 
children, at a level beyond that at 
which the children can read 
independently. 

 Support children to note unusual 
correspondences between spelling 
and sound and encouraging 
children to test out different 
pronunciations. 

 Support children to apply their 
growing knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes to decode 
words and to understand the 
meaning of new vocabulary.  

 Model how to use a dictionary 
proficiently.  

 Model how to use contents pages, 
indexes and other organisational 
and structural features to locate 
information.  

 Encourage children to discuss 
what is read to them and what they 
have read, taking turns and 
listening to what others say. 

 Make clear what kind of 
explanations and questions are 
expected from them, during 
discussions.  All children should 
take part.   

 Help children to consider the 
opinions of others, during 
discussions about what is read to 
them and what they have read. 

 Encourage children to extend their 
vocabulary and interest in the 
meaning of words by discussing 
their origin.  

 Teach children how to recognise 
themes in what they read (e.g. 
triumph of good over evil).   

 Encourage children to discuss 
these themes and the characters’ 
feelings, choices and actions, with 
an emphasis on ‘right and wrong’. 
Furthermore, share books with 
characters that encounter 
dilemmas whilst demonstrating 
positive attitudes and values in 
particular, mutual respect and 
tolerance.  In addition, help 
children further to develop mutual 
respect and tolerance by sharing 
non-fiction books about different 
countries, cultures, traditions, 
religions and beliefs. 

 Use story time to provide children 

with opportunities to become very 

familiar with stories.  

 Use drama techniques to support 

children’s performance of poems 

and plays. 

 

 Teach children how to exercise 
choice in selecting books, making 
use of the library to do so.  

 Read a wide range of poems, 
plays, stories and non-fiction to 
children, at a level beyond that at 
which the children can read 
independently. 

 Support children to note the 
unusual correspondences between 
spelling and sound and encourage 
children to test out different 
pronunciations. 

 Support children to apply their 
knowledge of root words, prefixes 
and suffixes to decode words and 
to understand the meaning of new 
vocabulary.  

 Encourage children to extend their 
vocabulary and interest in the 
meaning of words by discussing 
their origin.  

 Model skimming and scanning 
techniques.  

 Make clear what kind of 
explanations and questions are 
expected from them, during 
discussions.  All children should 
take part.   

 Help children to consider the 
opinions of others, during 
discussions about what is read to 
them and what they have read. 

 Ensure discussions of texts 
include reference to: themes, 
ideas and main points; author or 
narrator viewpoints; possible 
inferences and evidence for those 
inferences; predictions based on 
what is implied; the language, 
organisational and structural 
features of a range of non-fiction 
texts; as well as the effect and 
choice of language and 
grammatical features used to 
create moods and build tension in 
narrative texts.  Use such 
discussions as an opportunity to 
further embed children’s 
understanding ‘right and wrong’, 
mutual respect and tolerance, 
together with other positive 
attitudes and values.  

 Use drama techniques to support 
children’s performance of a wide 
range of texts. 

beyond that at which the children 
can read independently.  Ensure 
that these include books from our 
literary heritage and that 
discussions focus on themes, 
issues and ideas raised in such 
texts with reference and links 
being made, where appropriate, to 
the school’s and Modern British 
values.   

 Support children to use their 
knowledge of root words, prefixes 
and suffixes to decode words and 
to understand the meaning of new 
vocabulary.  

 Provide a range of real purposes 
for locating, retrieving, recording 
and summarising specific 
information, which genuinely 
motivate children to find out 
information.  

 Make clear what kind of 
explanations and questions are 
expected from them, during 
discussions.  All children should 
take part.   

 Ensure discussions of texts allow 
children to: evaluate the author’s 
choice of language, including 
figurative language, and 
grammatical features, considering 
the impact on the reader; evaluate 
the presentation of texts for their 
effectiveness in conveying 
information; and help children to 
recognise ways in which authors 
present issues and viewpoints in 
both fiction and non-fiction.  
Explore these viewpoints, highlight 
differences between facts and 
opinions and give children the 
opportunity to share their own 
viewpoints compassionately and 
respectfully.   

 Teach children the technical terms 
needed for discussing what they 
hear and read (e.g. metaphor, 
simile, analogy, imagery, style and 
effect).  

 Give children feedback and 
guidance about the quality of their 
explanations and contributions to 
discussions.  

 Provide opportunities for children 
to distinguish between facts or 
opinions.  

 Use drama techniques to support 
children’s performance of a wide 
range of texts. 

beyond that at which the children 
can read independently. 

 Support children to use their 
knowledge of root words, prefixes 
and suffixes to decode words and 
to understand the meaning of new 
vocabulary.  

 Provide a range of real purposes 
for locating, retrieving, recording 
and summarising specific 
information, which genuinely 
motivate children to find out 
information.  

 Make clear what kind of 
explanations and questions are 
expected from them, during 
discussions.  All children should 
take part.   

 Ensure discussions of texts allow 
children to: evaluate the author’s 
choice of language, including 
figurative language, and 
grammatical features, considering 
the impact on the reader; evaluate 
the presentation of texts for their 
effectiveness in conveying 
information; and help children to 
recognise ways in which authors 
present issues and viewpoints in 
both fiction and non-fiction.  
Explore these viewpoints, highlight 
differences between facts and 
opinions and give children the 
opportunity to share their own 
viewpoints compassionately and 
respectfully.   

 Teach children the technical terms 
needed for discussing what they 
hear and read (e.g. metaphor, 
simile, analogy, imagery, style and 
effect).  

 Give children feedback and 
guidance about the quality of their 
explanations and contributions to 
discussions.  

 Provide opportunities for children 
to distinguish between facts or 
opinions.  

 Use drama techniques to support 
children’s performance of a wide 
range of texts. 



Reading Progression 
 Help children to link what they 

read or hear read to their own 
experiences. 

 Use story time to provide children 
with opportunities to become very 
familiar with the conventions of 
stories, retelling them and 
considering their particular 
characteristics. Encourage 
children to recognise that stories 
often involve ‘good and bad 
characters’ and ‘right and wrong 
actions’ and use this as the basis 
for discussions about knowing 
right from wrong.  These stories 
may also have a ‘moral’ to tell, so 
this can also be explored with 
children.  Finally, it is important to 
share, celebrate and discuss 
stories from other cultures.   

 Use drama techniques to support 
children’s understanding of a text 
and to explore characters in a text. 

 Support children to recite an 
increasing repertoire of poems by 
heart, with appropriate intonation 
to make the meaning clear. 

 


